


Welcome

• What is an e-bike?
• Federal definition of e-bike
• 3-class legislation model
• Wisconsin e-bike law
• Benefits to community



e-bike overview – What is an e-bike?
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Electric assist bicycle-
After 8-10 years of working at it, Batavus and Gazelle have success in Benelux markets, Trek follows in 2009 and finds immediate success there. In 2010, Trek brings bikes to the US and progress is very slow despite e-bike specific dealers having success. In 2015, Trek re-launches the US e-bike business along with other major brands and growth begins. Today, e-bikes are Trek’s fastest growing segment, accounting for 25% of our total business.
�Motor of no more than 750 watt (1hp), rechargeable battery, operable pedals
Typical weight = 40-60lbs

1.6m units in Europe



Federal/CPSC/NHTSA e-bike law

• Up to 750W / 1hp power
• Operable pedals
• Top speed no more than 20mph, solely under the motor’s power
• Supersedes state law - safety requirements

Low-speed electric bicycle – HR 727
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Fed CPSC reacted 1st.
Exempt from classification as motor vehicles.�Problems – Most states did not initially update legislation for e-bikes, instead of moving them into existing legal definitions for things like assisted mobility vehicles or mopeds. Licensing, registration, age limits, use. This regulatory inconsistency was a major factor in the slow growth e-bikes experienced early on. Dealers didn’t trust it.



BPSA + People for Bikes = 3-Class std.

• Class 1 – Pedal assist only, 20mph max speed
• Class 2 – Pedal assist or throttle, 20mph max assist
• Class 3 – Pedal assist only, 28mph max assist speed

www.Peopleforbikes.com
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Bicycle Product Supplier Association & People for Bikes created model legislation framework for advocates to present to state officials as a path forward for electric bicycles, replacing dated laws that weren’t equitable for the riders or workable for states and municipalities. California and Nebraska are among the 1st to adopt it.



Wisconsin e-bike law

• Amends definition of “electric bicycle”, separates e-bike from motor vehicles
• Adopts 3-class e-bike classification structure
• May be used on all public cycling infrastructure
• Must be 16+ to operate a Class 3 e-bike
• Local or DNR may restrict e-bike use under specific jurisdiction (E-MTB)

2019 Wisconsin Act 34 – Signed into law Nov. 20, 2019
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Wisconsin becomes the 23rd state to adopt the 3-class structure. 
Prior to the passing of Act 34, most municipalities had deferred to the Federal definition, allowing e-bike riders to ignore “No Motorized Vehicles” signage on public bike infrastructure. 



Benefits to community
Mobility

• Bicycle Commuting
• Relief of traffic congestion
• Relief of parking resources
• Reduced road 

use/damage
• Last mile delivery
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Bicycles are a great solution to one of the biggest urban problems – Space. Autonomous cars will help, but they’re still going to be large and require the same acreage to park, even if it’s not necessarily just outside of the office.



Benefits to community
More people on bikes

• More riders, riding = increased trail use
• Health
• Fun!
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More riders means more infrastructure use
Electric bike users ride farther and more frequently than conventional users resulting in increased activity & health. Many e-bike riders did not and would not ride a conventional bike.
E-assist gives riders the confidence to use more infrastructure and even ride among auto traffic because the extra power makes them feel safer by allowing them to move at the pace of traffic more often.




Thank You

David Studner
Trek Bicycle Co.

920-478-2191 x 12404
david_studner@trekbikes.com
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